Oswald & VD: An 
Intelligence Connection? 

By Mark Zald 



Over the years there have been 
many insinuations that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was a member of the United 
States intelligence network. A signifi- 
cant amount of evidence has been prof- 
fered over the years pointing towards 
the ONI, CIA or FBL Unfortunately 
most of the evidence has enahUy j us to 
only speculate on. rather than conclu- 
sively prove, the existence of a rela- 
tionship between Oswald and intelli- 
gence activities. In fact some of the evi- 
dence has been utilized out of context 
to support the theory that Oswald was 
an agent Whether Oswald was or was 
not an agent will continue to remain 
open to question for many years to 
come, however, further research and 
scrutinizing of available evidence ia 
needed in order to base the intelligence 
theory on legitimate facts. 

One such misconception that col- 
lapses under further inspection is that 
Oswald's contraction of gonorrhea is 
conclusively linked to his activities as 
an intelligence operative. The cause of 
the speculation can be found among the 
Warren Commission's reproduction of 
Oswald's medical file during his ser- 
vice in the Marines from 1956-59. The 
reason for this speculation is d w to a 
diagnosis by Captain Paul Denman, 
the senior medical officer at Atsugi, 
that Oswald contracted “Urethritis, 
Acute, due to gonococcus #0303". The 
Captain noted its origin as being “in 
line of duty, not due to own miscon- 
duct.” While on the surface this nota- 
tion might seem peculiarly odd, espe- 
cially to those not acquainted with mili- 
tary regulations sod procedures involv- 
ing law and medicine, there is no mys- 
tery surrounding this determination. 

Regardless, the theory has now 
been promulgated for over two decades 
and was especially a favorite of Penn 
Jones Jr, during the days of his Forgive 
My Grief series. It has been tolled as 
the “final proof of Oswald's intelli- 
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gence activities. Indeed, even in Tim 
Marr’s compendium. Crossfire, the 
document is stated as providing “tanta- 
lizing evidence” that Oswald participat- 
ed in intelligence work. Researchers 
view this astonishing comment as evi- 
dence “that Oswald was ordered to con- 
sort with prostitutes while serving in 
Japan”, wrote Mans (many prominent 
researchers subscribe to this theory. 
High Treason author Robert Groden 
indicated in a January 15, 1992 inter- 
view with this author that be agrees 
with this conclusion). 

In fact, as recently as this past 
year. Jack White voiced his opinion 
during a sequence of his view video. 
The Many Faces of Oswald , that the 
document gave rise to an intelligence 
role on the part of Oswald. 

However, the statement of origin, 
which is actually a legal determination 
pertaining to the allocation of future 
benefits, is entirely innocuous and ab- 
solutely provides no substantive proof 
of intelligence activities on the part of 
Oswald. Therefore, with all due respect 
to Mr. Mans, his statement indicating 
“the fact that Oswald was absolved of 
any responsibility in contracting gonor- 
rhea astounds service veterans and is 
strong evidence that his extracurricular 
activities had the blessing of the mili- 
tary. if not the CIA” is unfounded. 
Admittedly, however, this does not 
mean the conclusion drawn by the 
above authors does not possess a cer- 
tain degree of merit when viewed in 
connection with other available evi- 
dence. 

In order to properly evaluate the 
implications of the origin of Oswald’s 
sexual promiscuity, it is necessary to 
review the relevant sections pertinent to 
these circumstances which can be 
found in the Manual of the Judge 
Advocate General. What would consti- 
tute a finding of “in the line of duty” 
and “not due to own miscooducf ? Was 
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this determination unusual? 

The Manual states that “To sup- 
port an opinion of misconduct it must 
be established by clear and convincing 
evidence that the injury or was 

either intentionally incurred or was the 
proximate result of such gross negli- 
gence as to demonstrate a reckless dis- 
regard of the consequences. Even con- 
duct that “violates a law, regulation, or 
order... does not, of itself, constitute a 
basis for a determination of miscon- 
duct” 

Deter m inations involving miscon- 
duct and line of duty must be 
when a member of the naval services 
incurs an injury which might result in a 
permanent disability or a physical in- 
ability to perform duty for a period ex- 
ceeding twenty-four hours(JAG 
@0805). Specific consideration is 
given to such cases which might in- 
volve, but are not limited to, mental de- 
fects, suicide attempts, intoxication, 
drug use, death and v e n er eal diseases. 
Most importantly, section 0809 (b) 
stales: 

“Any disability resulting from ve- 
nereal diseases shall not support a mis- 
conduct finding if the member has com - 
plied with regulations requiring him to 
report and receive treatment for such 
disease.” 

Therefore, in answer to 
everyone’s initial assumption, if 
Oswald followed the pertinent regula- 
tions surrounding the contraction of ve- 
nereal disease be could continue about 
his everyday duties with no worries of 
punishment whatsoever. Furthermore, 
since compliance with section 0809 (b) 
will merit a determination of “in line of 
duty, not due to own misconduct”, the 
“government will assume responsibility 
for all medical expenses involved in re- 
quired treatment, as well as potential 
payment for any resultant disability 
(Letter from W.C. Hewson, 
Commander. JAGC, USN, Deputy 
Assistant Judge Advocate General (in- 
vestigations) to author (January 24, 
1992). 

To that effect, Oswald’s medical 
records indicate be first sought 
attention on September 10, 1958, com- 
plaining of a slight bum on urination 
(Hearings, Vol XIX, at 601) 
Suspecting a type of venereal disease, 
Oswald was ordered to have a smear 
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taken. This was done on September 16, 
1958, at which time be was diagnosed 
as possibly having gonorrhea, pro- 
scribed penicillin, and returned to duty. 
Oswald received further medical atten- 
tion regarding this matter at least seven 
additional times. Thus, it certainly ap- 
pears as if Oswald followed the proper 
notification procedures. 

Examining the document in light 
of Oswald's activities in Japan and 
Formosa, has offered at least two ex- 
planations. First, according to authors 
Mans and Epstein, it is possible 
Oswald was consorting with a Japanese 
hostess on orders of naval intelligence. 

It appears that Oswald bad informed a 
fellow Marine that he was dating • 
beautiful Japanese girl who served as a 
hostess at the Queen Bee nightclub in 
Tokyo, one of the three most expensive 
nightclubs in the city (Epstein, supra 
note 1. at 71: Mans, supra note 1 at 
103. He was also supposedly seen at 
the base with her by several other 
Maxines). 

On Oswald's Marine salary, much 
of which was sent borne to his mother, 
it would seem to have been financially 
impossible for Oswald to maintain this 
relationship. 

( According to Epstein, in order to date 
a hostess this required not only paying 
for the date, but reimbursing the night- 
club for the business lost during the 
girl's absence. An evening at the Queen 
Bee could cost from $60-100. Oswald's 
monthly salary was less than $85.) It 
was thought that Navy Intelligence was 
interested in the possibility that the 
Queen Bee hostesses were being used 
to garner intelligence information from 
U-S. servicemen, particularly since this 
specific nightclub was often frequented 
by an elite clientele that included U-2 
pilots. 

In an interview with author Mark 
Lane, one of Oswald's former Marine 
buddies related a story supporting this 
theory. According to David BucknelL 
while both men were stationed in 
California in 1959, the men were ap- 
proached by two women in a bar look- 
ing for conversation. This incident led 
Oswald to relate a similar experience 
he encountered in Atsugi (Mans, supra 
note I. at 104). Oswald stated that 
while in a Japanese bar be had been ap- 
proached by an attractive woman who 
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was asking questions regarding U-2 
flights. After reporting this to a superi- 
or officer. Oswald was informed by a 
man dressed in civilian clothes to deliv- 
er false information to this woman. 
Thus, Oswald was encouraged to con- 
tinue seeing this woman and supposed- 
ly was given the money to do so. 
Unfortunately, there is no supporting 
evidence of Bucknell’s account pres- 
ently known. 

Second, it has been suggested that 
the disability was actually a sickness 
ploy, frequently used by intelligence 
agencies, to cover an agent’s opera- 
tions. Author Anthony Summers noted 
that unrelated research had led him to 
discover that British Naval Intelligence 
had often used “illness of expediency" 
as a standard intelligence technique 
(Summers, supra note 1, at 156). 
Summers theorized that the “contrac- 
tion" of gonorrhea could conceivably 
have been an excuse to get Oswald out 
of circulation for other purposes. In 
fact, although Oswald had accompa- 
nied his unit to Formosa after the 
Chinese Communists began bombing 
the islands of Quemoy and Matsu on 
September 14, 1958, Oswald was sud- 
denly flown by military aircraft back to 
Atsugi on October 5. 

What then have we learned from 
his document As is prevalent among 
Warren Commission documents, partic- 
ularly those concerning Oswald, they 
raise more questions than answers. 
Whether or not Oswald was involved 
with intelligence activities at Atsugi or 
elsewhere still remains a viable ques- 
tion. What this article does prove, how- 
ever, is that with careful and detai l ed 
analysis, speculations that have devel- 
oped throughout the years into accepted 
facts can be properly placed into their 
true context. 

The assassination of President 
Kennedy remains complete with mys- 
teries, but the true researcher will strive 
to dispel unsubstantiated rumors as 
well as state the facts. After all, the 
hope is to solve the murder, not create a 
solution. 

Mari Zaid Is a recent law school graduate 
and long thne Kennedy assassination re- 
searcher. He Bra in Albany, New York- The 
complete text of this artide appears in the July 
1992 but of the third dbcadi 
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Air strikes were ordered in NOT TO 
SAVE THE MEN, BUT TO ERASE 
THEIR PRESENCE ALONG WITH 
EVERYTHING ELSE. "The eleven 
Americans were PRESUMED dead." 
Of the eleven PRESUMED dead, only 
eight bodies were ever recovered. So, 
the other three bodies could not be ac- 
counted for-NOT! After the war. a 
Patbet Lao officer approached a mem- 
ber of our military and asked if we 
wanted the three prisoners that bad 
been taken off “Site 85." After check- 
ing with his superiors, the officers re- 
sponse was, are you ready for this, 
“NO." We don't have ANY units in 
Laos, and therefore, we could not have 
had ANY personnel there. That was the 
“official ending" to “Site 85", and three 
men who deserved a better fate. 



Buddy Cousins served with the 
1st Bat^ 28th Inf- 1st Inf. Div. 
1967/68 In the Republic of 
Vietnam. He was promoted to 
Public Information Officer 

FOOTNOTE: Since my submittal of this 
artide, the Senate committee investigating 
the issue has come forth with an opinion that 
244 mei were left behind, and of (hat num- 
ber, 133 might still be alive. 1 must point out 
that I had that our country had 

left behind ONLY SLIGHTLY MORE 
THAN THAT NUMBER. 1 feel that this re- 
cesm REVELATION AanJd wb^nlute my 
figures, and give verification to my position. 

It should be noted, that Russia held 
German prisoners as late as 1957 and proba- 
bly longer. One, in particular, Erich 
Hartmann, who holds the record for most 
serial victories (352), was held, because 
Russia wanted Him to train their pilots, bat 
he refused. 

I would also like to point out that 
these figures released of POW/MIA V 
REFLECTS ONLY THOSE MEN 
MISSING IN VIETNAM, AND DOES 
NOT INCLUDE ANY MEN MISSING 
FROM EITHER LAOS OR 
CAMBODIA. Why? Because we, were not 
legally suppose to be in those countries, and 
as a result, those men are not even lined. 
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